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tained until the irritation resulting from the wound subsides, and the system 
accommodates itself to the derangement of the circulation necessarily resulting 
from the obliteration of a large arterial trunk. 

“ This remedy has been prescribed during the last six months in every dis¬ 
ease accompanied with increased vascular action, which I have been required 
to treat, sometimes alone, but more frequently in combination with other reme¬ 
dies, with the same result—and is, when given in doses corresponding with the 
age of the patient, perfectly safe and reliable. 

“Although it may be supposed that I place too high an estimate upon the 
virtues of the veratrum, I know that I have written nothing but what has been 
observed, and nothing more than justice to the remedy, and a duty I owe the 
profession requires. It is useful in the treatment of miasmatic and typhoid 
fevers, and invaluable in the management of traumatic fever, rheumatism— 
both acute and chronic—and active hemorrhage, and may be given in cases of 
emergency as an emetic, although it is neither considered valuable nor 
proper.” 

The preparation which Dr. Toland has principally used is Thayer’s fluid 
extract, prepared at Cambridge, Mass. Four drops of this given every two 
hours has never failed, he says, to diminish the frequency of the pulse. 

Veratrum Viride as an Arterial Sedative. —Dr. T. S. Smith, of Murfreesboro’, 
Tenn., reports ( Nashville Journ . Med. and Surg.) four cases of pneumonia, in 
which he-gave the veratrum. He states that in his “experience the veratrum 
does not reduce the force and fulness of the pulse in proportion to the reduc¬ 
tion of frequency—that it only reduces the frequency, while the force and ful¬ 
ness seem to assume a nearly normal standard. When the frequency of the 
heart’s action is lessened, the heat of skin, thirst, and pain, consequent upon 
inflammation, subside, and free perspiration is often induced.” 

Sulphate’of CincJionia an economical Substitute for Qiiinia. —Dr. F. P. Porcher 
states ( Charleston Med. Journ., July, 1858) that he has successfully treated 
fifty-one cases of malarial fever (intermittent and remittent) in the Marine 
Hospital, Charleston, with the sulphate of einchonia. His formula was as 
follows : R.—Sulph. cinchon. gr. x ; Morphies gr. £ ; Acid-sulph. aromafc. gtt. x. 
M. To be given three times a day. Dr. Cain had also previously employed 
this article in the hospital with favourable results. 

Remedy for Dysmenorrhcea and consequent Sterility. —Dr. E. D. Fenner states 
(New Orleans Med. News, &c., July, 1858) that he has used for some years in 
the treatment of dysmenorrhoea with great success the following mixture, ori¬ 
ginally recommended by Dr. Falk, of London : R.—Gum guaiac ; Balsam 
canadense §i; 01. sassafras gii; Merc, corrosiv. sublimat. ^i; Beet. spt. vini 
(alcohol) §viii. “Dissolve the guaiac and balsam in one-half the spirit, and 
the corrosive sublimate in the other. Let the guaiac and balsam digest for 
several days; then pour off the clear liquor, mix with the sublimate, and add 
the oil. Dose. Ten or twenty drops night and morning in a glass of wine or 
water, pro re natal 9 

This was called by Dr. Falk “ Tinctura Antacrida .” 

Dr. Fenner says that he usually directs the patient to begin a day or two be¬ 
fore the expected period and take twenty-five drops in an infusion of sage or 
sweetened water, night and morning, until the discharge is freely established; 
then cease till the next period. In obstinate and severe cases, the medicine 
should be commenced a week or ten days before the period; and if the pain 
appears, the medicine should be taken every four or six hours till relieved. 
The pain usually disappears as soon as the discharge becomes free; but in 
most cases the discharge comes on without pain after taking a few doses. I 
have known immediate relief to be given by a single dose taken in the par¬ 
oxysm ; but I have seen cases in which the pain was excruciating, causing 
shrieks and even violent convulsions. In such I have had to resort to a more 
prompt and efficient anaesthetic, as the inhalation of chloroform, or the follow¬ 
ing, which I have often known to act like a charm : R.—Spirit camphor ^iii ; 
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Chloroform ^ii; Tincfc. opii £i.—M. S.—A teaspoonful in sweetened water 
once an hour till relieved. 

In violent hysterical spasms there is nothing comparable to the inhalation 
of chloroform. In the treatment of dysmenorrhoea, it is important to obviate 
costiveness by the use of aloetic pills. When dysmenorrhoea is relieved by 
this treatment, conception almost invariably soon occurs in married women. 

Results of Twenty-eight Operations for Stone in the Bladder. —Dr. P. C. Spencer 
reported in this Journal (No. for July, 1850, p. 103), fifteen operations for litho¬ 
tomy, and in the Virginia Med . Journ. (July, 1858), he reports thirteen more 
cases, making 28 in all, two only of which were followed by a fatal result. 
Dr. S. operates with the lithotome caclik of Baron Dupuytren. 

The following table exhibits a few particulars of these cases and their re¬ 
sults :— 


No. 

Age. 

Colour. 

Urine passed 
per Urethram. 

RESULTS, 

I. 

4 

Black, 

_ 

Died in 

12 hours. 



II. 

17 

White, 

_ 

Died on 

4th day. 



III. 

35 

Black, 

8th day. 

Discharged cured on 

the 30th day. : 

IV. 

18 

Black, 

15th “ 


tt 

40th 

ii 

V. 

7 

White, 

5th 44 


a 

25th 

it 

VI. 

9 

White, 

_ 

ti 

it 

40th 

it 

VII. 

5 

Black, 

10th 44 

u 

a 

30th 

it 

VIII. 

4 

White, 

8th 44 

a 

a 

30th 

a 

IX. 

18 

White, 

_ 





X. 

27 

White, 

10th “ 

u 

a 

25th 

44 

XI. 

4 

White, 

3d “ 

a 

ct 

19th 

“ 

XII. 

4 

Black, 

5th “ 

a 


25th 

a 

XIII. 

7 

White, 

10th “ 

a 

“ 

30th 

tt 

XIV. 

4 

Black, 

4 th 44 

a 

a 

22d 

tt 

XV. 

28 

White, 

11th “ 





XVI. 

17 

Black, 

— 

u 

a 

81th 

tt 

xvri. 

11 

White, 

8th « 


« 

25th 

a 

XVIII. 

8 

White, 

White, 

17th 44 





XIX. 

64 

15th « 

a 

a 

23d 

tt 

XX. 

8 

White, 

13th 44 

tt 

a 

18th 

tt 

XXI 

10 

Black, 

10th 44 

a 

a 

15th 

a 

XXII. 

61 

Black, 

— 





XXIII. 

9 

White, 

30th 44 





XXIV. 

9 

White, 

39th 44 

u 

a 

50th 

it 

XXV. 

11 

Black, 

3d 44 

u 


30th 

a 

XXVI. 

25 

Black, 

— 

a 

tt 

75 th 

it 

XXVII. 

— 

White, 

1st 44 

a 

tt 

12th 

a 

XXVIII. 

20 

White, 

10th 44 

tt 

44 

16th 

i* 


Extirpation of the Parotid Gland. —Dr. Frank II. Hamilton records ( Buffalo 
Med. Journ., May, 1858) a case of tumour of the parotid gland, in which he 
extirpated the mass, including the entire gland. Dr. Austin Flint, Jr., describes 
the microscopical appearances of a portion of the removed tumour, showing 
the existence in it of glandular structure. 

Removal of the Scapula. —Dr. Geo. C. Blackman reports ( Cincinnati Lancet 
and Observer , Aug. 1858) a case of necrosis and caries of the scapula, in which 
he removed the entire bone with the exception of the glenoid cavity and a por¬ 
tion of the coracoid process. The patient left for home on the 14th day with 
the wound healed, and having every prospect of a useful arm. 

Method of Preserving Specimens of Diseased Membranes. —Dr. R. D. Arnold, 
of Savannah, describes ( Savannah Journal of Med. y July, 1858) the following 
method, which he has pursued for the last three years. 





